
Festival of Impact
UQ’s Research and Innovation Week 2025

On Wednesday 10 September 2025, The University of Queensland 
Business School’s research hubs hosted the Festival of Impact as part 
of the university’s Research and Innovation Week activities. The event, 
which was attended by over 60 staff, students and industry partners, 
highlighted the numerous ways academic research can lead to impact 
in society and industry. 

The event was conducted in an interactive workshop format, including 
presentations demonstrating multiple pathways to impact by a range 
of UQ Business School researchers:

•	 Professor Janet McColl-Kennedy

•	 Professor Stan Karanasios

•	 Dr Tyler Riordan

•	 Associate Professor Sharlene Leroy-Dyer

•	 Professor Andrew Burton-Jones and Dr Rebekah Eden

•	 Associate Professor Miriam Moeller

•	 Professor Thomas Maak and Honorary Professor Nicola Pless

•	 Associate Professor Sam MacAulay

Panel discussions and Q&A sessions allowed the audience to interact 
with a variety of researchers, who provided insights and shared 
their experience over multiple research projects and their real-world 
applications. The following questions were addressed:

•	 What made you want to do impact?

•	 What is a challenge you faced with impact?

•	 How does impact tie into your career goals and identity?

By showcasing the breadth and depth of pathways to impact across 
the diverse research areas within the Business School, the audience 
was inspired and informed about the potential for impactful research.  
Attendees left the event with deeper knowledge of what research 
impact is, why they might want to have impact, and different ways to 
achieve it.

With nearly 200 artefacts adorning the walls of the venue, from 
LinkedIn posts to articles in The Conversation to governmental 
reports, it was also a chance to celebrate all of the great impact 
the Business School’s researchers are already having on real-world 
problems. 

Congratulations to Professor Paula Jarzabkowski, Associate Professor 
Paul Spee and   Miss Rhianna Gallagher for organising such a 
successful afternoon. 
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