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Digital Finance Research Hub  
Shaping the future of finance
Leading the way

The Digital Finance Research Hub (DFRH) brings together The University of Queensland Business School’s expertise across finance, 
accounting, information systems, management and economics.

Our mission is to advance research in digital finance, with a focus on digital transformation in financial services, digital assets and 
tokenisation, data risk and operational resilience in financial institutions, and platform finance. We aim to support efficient markets, 
strengthen consumer protection, and enable responsible financial innovation.

What we deliver

We work with industry, government and regulatory partners to 
deliver:

•	 policy briefs and evidence summaries on emerging issues in 
digital finance

•	 research reports and white papers

•	 collaborative research projects

•	 data-driven analysis for policy and strategic decision-making

•	 workshops, roundtables and executive engagement.

Our areas of expertise

Data assets and data markets

• We define, measure, and value data as a strategic asset in the 
digital economy, advancing frameworks for data recognition, 
reporting, and valuation in corporate balance sheets.

• Our research examines governance mechanisms and market 
design for data exchange, including privacy-preserving data 
sharing, data ownership structures, and efficient data markets.

• We provide evidence-based insights into how organisations can 
manage data risk while unlocking economic value.

Digital Assets, Tokenisation, and Blockchain

• We analyse how blockchain infrastructure and tokenisation are 
transforming asset ownership, liquidity, and market design.

• We contribute to policy debates on digital asset regulation, market 
stability, and cross-border financial innovation.

Cyber Risk Assessment and Digital Operational 
Resilience

• We model and quantify cyber risk as a core component of digital 
financial stability.

• Our research develops stress-testing frameworks and resilience 
metrics to help institutions manage operational disruption and 
systemic vulnerabilities.



• We investigate algorithmic decision-making in financial systems, 
and AI governance to strengthen institutional accountability and 
operational resilience.

Consumer Finance and Platform Finance

•  We examine how digital platforms and fintech are transforming 
household financial decision-making, including borrowing, investing, 
budgeting, retirement planning, and mortgage intermediation.

•  Our research evaluates both the opportunities and risks of fintech in 
personal finance, with a focus on consumer outcomes and protection.

•  We assess the economic effects of policy initiatives—such as Open 
Banking and the Consumer Data Right—on competition, market 
functioning, and household welfare.

AI in Capital Markets

• We investigate how artificial intelligence and machine learning affect 
pricing, trading, risk management, and information flow in financial 
markets.

• We bridge cutting-edge computational methods with economic 
theory and regulatory design.

Visionary focus
• To undertake industry-relevant, high-impact research that informs 
regulatory reform, institutional governance, and responsible 
innovation.

• To build strategic partnerships with government, regulators, financial 
institutions, and technology firms.

• To develop research capability in AI governance in financial 
institutions, digital asset markets, and cyber risk analytics.

• To train the next generation of scholars and industry leaders in 
digital finance.

Leading the way
Associate Professor Min Zhu  
(Co-Lead)
Min is an Associate Professor of Finance at UQ Business School. Her 
research focuses on investments, household finance and digital finance. 
Min has published in leading international journals and has led and 
participated in grant projects attracting over $1 million in public and 
industry funding. This includes Min’s role as lead investigator on an ARC 
Discovery Project. 

Associate Professor Sergeja Slapnicar  
(Co-Lead)
Sergeja is an Associate Professor of Accounting at UQ Business School, 
with her recent research focusing on financial quantification of cyber risk, 
cyber risk management, governance and assurance. She has published 
in  many top accounting journals and is a member of three Editorial 
Boards.  Sergeja is also a passionate educator and has extensive Board 
experience, and she frequently presents her research at industry events 
globally. 

For more information
Digital Finance Research Hub

W business.uq.edu.au/research/research-hubs

World-leading expertise

 
The University of Queensland

 �Ranked in the world’s top 50, The University 
of Queensland is one of Australia’s leading 
research and teaching institutions.

 �We are committed to providing knowledge 
leadership for a better world and are striving 
towards building a better future for our students 
and community.

 �Research with global impact: We’re finding 
solutions to the world’s biggest challenges.

 
UQ Business School

 �Our academics collaborate across 
multidiscipline content.

 �Research themes help businesses support 
progress towards achieving the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.

 �Cross disciplinary research helps companies 
achieve sustainability goals without added 
financial strain.

Points of contact

Associate Professor Min Zhu 
E	 m.zhu@business.uq.edu.au 
P	 +61 7 3346 8147

Associate Professor Sergeja Slapnicar 
E	 s.slapnicar@business.uq.edu.au 
P	 +61 7 3346 8047
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